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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified atx)ve is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified atx)ve, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) K Responsive to connnnunlcation(s) filed on Jan 23. 2002 



2a) S This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu^^35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-4 and 6-22 is/are pending in the applica 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consider; 

5) □ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) B Clalm(s) 1-4 and 6-22 is/are rejected. 

7) □ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-4,6-9, 11-13, 15-16, 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Levine (U.S. Patent # 4751583). 

Regarding claim 1 : Levine teaches a stand-alone printing apparatus (22 physically 
connected to 12, fig. 2, column 2, lines 58-60, column 1, lines 24-30) for transferring one or 
more digital photographs (column 4, lines 29-40, 45-55) captured by a digital device (camera, 
column 3, lines 64) to a printable medium, (column 7, line 9) the printing apparatus comprising: 
an input member (memory 58, column 6, line 61) for receiving the one or more digital 
photographs from a source; (portable supplemental memory, column 6, lines 1-20); an image 
processor (processor previewer, 12, column 6, line 10) for generating an image corresponding to 
each digital photograph; (column 6, lines 35-69, column 3, lines 55-62) an integrated graphical 
user interface (previewer, column 6, lines 25-30, integrated to the printing apparatus through 
connector 63, column 6, line 15-20, fig. 3) with a video display (column 6, line 29) for displaying 
the images (column 6, lines 28-35) and for selecting one or more of the digital photographs 
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(column 6, lines 58-65) for a printed page; (the combined images to form a hard copy, colunm 7, 
lines 1-10), at least one drive (the connector 51, fig. 3, and the circuitry that is used to retrieved 
images from a memory, column 6, lines 1-20) for receiving a computer readable medium, 
(memory 35, column 6, line 4), wherein the source is a computer readable medium disposed in 
the drive (the portable memory 35 that is plugged in with the connector 51, column 6, lines 1- 
20); and a print control (printer 22, controlling the producing of a hard copy, column 7, line 5- 
10)for producing on the printable medium a pattern associated with the printed page. 

Regarding claim 2: Levine teaches wherein the image processor formats (see the format 
of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining images to form a page of hard 
copy, column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, lines 1-10) the images in response to user instructions 
(column 6, lines 24-42, colimm 6, lines 57-68) from the user interface, and the user interface 
updates the video display to reflect the formatted images. 

Regarding claim 3: Levine teaches wherein the user interface further comprises an 
operator panel (keyboard, fig. 1, fig. 3) having a plurality of activating members for initiating 
instructions to the user interface, and wherein the video display (13, fig. 1, fig. 3) is located on 
the operator panel. 

Regarding claim 4: Levine teaches wherein the video display is a color liquid-crystal 
display. (Column 6, line 29) 

Regarding claim 6: Levine teaches wherein the user interface further comprises a plurality 
of different states, (see the state of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of 
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combining images to form a page of hard copy, column 6, lines 58-69, colunm 7, lines 1-10) and 
wherein the video display varies between the different states (column 6, lines 24-42, colimin 6, 
lines 57-68). 

Regarding claim 7: Levine teaches wherein the different states comprise an image view in 
which an image is depicted on said display, and a page view in which a page is depicted on the 
display, (see the state of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining images 
to form a page of hard copy, colvmin 6, lines 58-69, colunon 7, lines 1-10) 

Regarding claim 8: Levine teaches wherein the page comprises one or more digital 
photographs selected during said image view (column 6, lines 25-30) 

Regarding claim 9: Levine teaches wherein activation of the print button (the button on 
the keyboard used to select printing, column 7, lines 1-10) in the image view instructs the print 
control to produce a pattern on the printable medium corresponding to an image on said video 
display. 

Regarding claim 1 1 : Levine teaches wherein the user interface further comprises a set of 
options associated with each of said different states, and wherein the options associated with a 
particular state may be displayed and selected while the particular state is active on the video 
display, (see the option of selecting the state of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or the state of 
page view after combining images to form a page of hard copy, column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, 
lines 1-10) 
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Regarding claim 12: Levine teaches graphical user interface (previewer, column 6, lines 
25-30) for a stand-alone photoprinter (22 physically connected to 12, fig. 2, column 2, lines 58- 
60, column 1, lines 24-30) capable of transferring a digital photograph (colunm 4, lines 29-40, 
45-55) from a source (memory, column 6, line 61) to a printable medium, (column 7, line 9) the 
user interface comprising: a video display (13, fig. 3) integrated (previewer, column 6, lines 25- 
30, integrated to the printing apparatus through cormector 63, column 6, line 15-20, fig. 3) v^thin 
the photoprinter for graphically depicting an image corresponding to the digital photograph; 
(column 6, lines 25-69) a plurality of activating members (keyboard/mouse, column 6, lines 30- 
35) for initiating user instructions to the user interface; and a plurality of different states (see the 
state of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining images to form a page of 
hard copy, column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, lines 1-10) in which to depict information on the 
video display, one of the states being active at a time, the user interface moving between active 
states in response to activation of one or more of the activating members (column 6, lines 24-42, 
column 6, lines 57-68). 

Regarding claim 13: Levine teaches wherein said different states (see the state of image 
view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining images to form a page of hard copy, 
column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, lines 1-10) comprise an image view in which an image 
corresponding to a digital photograph is depicted on said video display, and a page view in which 
a page comprising selected images is depicted on the video display. 
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Regarding claim 15: Levine teaches wherein the user interface further comprises 
formatting options (see the option of formatting of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or 
formatting of page view after combining images to form a page of hard copy, column 6, lines 58- 
69, column 7, lines 1-10) for formatting the digital photograph, and wherein the user interface 
formats the digital photograph in response to user instructions and updates the image on the 
video display with a formatted image (Column 6, lines 24-40, column 6, lines 57-69, column 7, 
lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 16: Levine teaches wherein the page view comprises digital 
photographs selected in the image view (column 6, lines 58-69) 

Regarding claim 18: Levine teaches a method for previewing (column 6, line 10) and 
printing (column 7, line 9) digital photographs (column 4, lines 29-40, 45-55) on a stand-alone 
photoprinter (22 physically connected to 12, fig. 1, column 2, lines 58-60, column 1, lines 24-30) 
comprising the steps of: receiving the digital photographs from a digital photograph source, 
(portable supplemental memory 35, column 6, lines 1-20) wherein the digital photograph source 
is a computer readable medium disposed in a drive (the connector 5 1, fig. 3, and the circuitry that 
are used to retrieved images from a memory, column 6, lines 1-20, and the portable memory 35 
that is plug in with the connector 51, column 6, lines 1-20) integrated with the photoprinter (22 
physically connected to 12, fig. 1, column 2, lines 58-60, column 1, lines 24-30); generating an 
image for each of said digital photographs (column 6, lines 24-35) in an image processor; 
(column 6, lines 10-1 1); providing a user interface (36, 13, 14, fig. 3) having a video display (13, 
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fig. 3) integrated (previewer, column 6, lines 25-30, integrated to the printing apparatus through 
connector 63, column 6, line 15-20, fig. 3) within the photoprinter; activating an image view in 
the user interface to display the images on the video display; (column 6, lines 24-40) selecting 
fi-om amongst the displayed images to form a printed page; (column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, 
lines 1-10) activating a page view (column 6, lines 65-69) in the user interface to preview the 
printed page on the video display; and instructing a print control (printer 22, controlling the 
producing of a hard copy, column 7, line 5-10) in the photoprinter to produce a pattern associated 
with the printed page on a print medium. 

Regarding claim 19: Levine teaches the steps of formatting an image in response to user 
instructions to the user interface, and updating the display in image view to depict the formatted 
image (see the format of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining images 
to form a page of hard copy, colunm 6, lines 58-69, column 7, lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 20: Levine teaches the steps of formatting a printed page in response to 
user instructions to the user interface, and updating the preview of the printed page in the page 
view to depict the formatted printed page (see the format of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, 
or page view of combining images to form a page of hard copy, column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, 
lines 1-10). 

Regarding claim 21 : Levine teaches the steps of moving between the image view and the 
page view using one or more activating members of the user interface (see the format of image 



Application/Control Number: 09610081 
Art Unit: 2624 



Page 8 



view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining images to form a page of hard copy, by a 
user, column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, lines 1-10) 

Regarding claim 22: Levine teaches a step of instructing the print control (printer 22, 
controlling the producing of a hard copy, column 7, line 5-10) to produce a pattern associate with 
an image displayed in the image view (column 6, 53-58) in response to activation of an activating 
member on the user interface. (Keyboard, column 6, lines 20-41) 

3. Claims 10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Levine 
as applied to claims 7, and 13 above, and further in view of McCann et al. (U.S. Patent # 
5963939). 

Regarding claims 10, and 14: Levine does not teach wherein the different states further 
comprise a device view in which a graphical representation of said photoprinter and any attached 
devices is depicted on the video display. 

McCann et al, in the same area of displaying images, teaches a display would be used in 
a state of viewing devices in which a graphical representation (fig. 50) of a printer (722, fig. 50) 
and any attached devices (718, fig. 50) are depicted on the video display. (Fig. 50) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Levine to include in the different state of display: a 
device view in which a graphical representation of said photoprinter and any attached devices is 
depicted on the video display. 
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It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Levine by the teaching of McCann et al. because of the 
following reasons: (a) it would have provided a tool for selecting appropriate solution of 
equipment and product for a user while using the printer system, as taught by McCann et al, at 
column 3, lines 1-5 (b) it would have allowed a user to quickly identify what devices are 
available for the user to use in the system, and (c)it would have allowed users to have an 
overview of the system and would have provided useflil system information to assist a user in 
selecting system options available to the user. 

4. Claims 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Levine as applied 
to claim 16 and above, and further in view of Matsumoto et al. (U.S. Patent # 5796428) 

Regarding claim 17: Levine teaches wherein the active state (the state that the display is 
displaying) varies between the image view and the page view by activating one of the activating 
members (see the format of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining 
images to form a page of hard copy, column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, lines 1-10 are activated by 
users using a keyboard (activating member)). 

Levine does not teach wherein the image view and the page view are shown 
simultaneously on the video display. 

Matsumoto et al., in the same area of selecting photographic images stored in a memory 
to be displayed, (abstract, column 10, lines 50-60) teaches to display image view (2501, fig. 25) 



Application/Control Number: 096 1 008 1 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 2624 

and the page view (page 1, fig. 25) simultaneously on a video display. (Fig. 25, column 12, lines 
50-54) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Levine to include: displaying the image view and the 
page view simultaneously on the video display. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Levine by the teaching of Matsumoto et al. because of the 
following reasons: (a) it would have allowed the user to view both the images and the combined 
image together and would have allowed the user to compare the page view and the image view 
better by displaying both the page view and image view simultaneously, and (b) it would help a 
user to easily re-arranging and keeping pictures, as taught by Matsumoto et al., at column 1, lines 
40-62 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1/23/2002 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to applicants argument that Levine does not teach a stand alone printer, has 
been considered. 
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In reply: Levine, column 6, teaches that a printer (the system that can print) consists of a 
printing device (22, fig. 1) and a processor (12, fig. 1) would print hard copy of images. 
Therefore, the printer of Levine is a stand alone printer. 

With respect to applicants argument that Levine does not teach a printer capable of 
processing and printing digital file independent of an external host, has been considered. 

In reply: Levine, column 6, teaches that a printer (the system that can print) consists of a 
printing device (22, fig. 1) and a processor (12, fig. 1) would print hard copy of images (digital 
file) stored in a memory without the help fi-om an extemal host. (There is no connection of the 
priinter to an extemal host such that the printer would print the images according to column 6, 
Levine) 

With respect to applicant's argument that Levine does not teach a drive for receiving a 
computer receiving medium, has been considered. 

In reply: Levine at column 6, lines 1-20 teaches to use a plug in connector 51 for 
receiving memory 35 such that image fi*ames stored in the memory would be readily selected and 
retrieved by the processor 12 of the printer. 

With respect to applicant's argument that Levine and Matsumoto do not teach 
simultaneously display image view and page view, and wherein the active state varies between 
the image view and the page view by activating one of the activating member, has been 
considered. 
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In reply: Levine teaches wherein the active state (the state that the display is displaying) 
varies between the image view and the page view by activating one of the activating members 
(see the format of image view, column 6, lines 25-30, or page view of combining images to form 
a page of hard copy, column 6, lines 58-69, column 7, Unes 1-10 are activated by users using a 
keyboard (activating member)). 

Levine does not teach wherein the image view and the page view are shown 
simuhaneously on the video display. 

Matsumoto et al., in the same area of selecting photographic images stored in a memory 
to be displayed, (abstract, column 10, lines 50-60) teaches to display image view (2501, fig. 25) 
and the page view (page 1, fig. 25) simultaneously on a video display. (Fig. 25, column 12, lines 
50-54) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Levine to include: displaying the image view and the 
page view simultaneously on the video display. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Levine by the teaching of Matsumoto et al. because of the 
following reasons: (a) it would have allowed the user to view both the images and the combined 
image together and would have allowed the user to compare the page view and the image view 
better by displaying both the page view and image view simultaneously, and (b) it would help a 
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user to easily re-arranging and keeping pictures, as taught by Matsumoto et aL, at column 1, lines 
40-62 

6. ACTION IS FINAL 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTHS shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to King Y. Poon whose telephone number is (703) 305-0892 



Conclusion 



March 27, 2002 




